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Welcome to the Bernard & Alice Selevan Religious School! 
A Galinsky Academy School of the Jacksonville Jewish Center 

 
The following information has been compiled in order to provide both parents and students with an outline of 
the requirements and expectations as set forth by the Jacksonville Jewish Center and the Religious School 
Education Committee.  In order to enable everyone to have a successful and rewarding year and to maintain a 
safe and effective educational program, we require that our students and their families observe the following 
rules and expectations.  We hope this guide will be a source of information to you as we begin a new year of 
learning together. 
 
PHILOSOPHY  
 
The vision of the Bernard & Alice Selevan Religious School is: 

To develop a passionate and joyful Jewish identity along with the skills and knowledge to practice Judaism; to 
inspire students to a life time commitment of Jewish learning, community involvement and ethical action. 

BASRS is a place where: 

- We form a warm, caring community where we learn about our rich cultural heritage, traditions, and our 
connection to ancient and modern Israel together 

- Our children learn Jewish values through study of Torah and hands-on practice of mitzvot 

- Our graduates are comfortable with siddur Hebrew, the teachings of Conservative Judaism, and actively 
participating in services. 

- Our staff and clergy are role models, providing a caring link to events in and out of our synagogue 

- Our students make lifetime friendships and begin their journey to becoming proud participants and 
leaders in the next generation of Jews  

- We value the partnership, which exists between school, parents, and community, and the part it plays in 
realizing this vision 

 
 
The curriculum is designed with the understanding that students attend religious school as a means of 
supplementing the spiritual basis of home and synagogue life.  Family is the place where so much of the 
formation of ideas and practices occur. We encourage adult learning, which parallels the school's aims and 
curriculum.  We believe that what our students study is relevant to their daily lives and 
that through their learning they will begin to make their own Jewish decisions from a standpoint of knowledge 
and commitment. 
 
 



 

 

2017 – 2018 
PROGRAMS & TUITION 

A NON-REFUNDABLE Tuition Deposit of $150.00 is required at time of enrollment for all Programs. 
 

Lower School: 
 
Gan (Kindergarten): Sunday only 
 The Kindergarten program serves as a warm and inviting introduction to Jewish education through experiential learning 

of Jewish holidays, Torah, prayers, art and songs. Students begin to develop a familiarity and comfort with Hebrew letters, 
words and language.  

 Class: Sunday   9:00 am-12:00 pm $695 Tuition* 
Aleph (1st Grade): Sunday only 
            The Aleph program continues to nurture our younger students with a combination of hands-on and formal classroom    
            experiences, with an increased concentration in  Hebrew reading, prayer and language skills.  Students in 1st grade take      
            part in a Hagigat HaSiddur program with 1st graders from the Martin J. Gottlieb Day School. 
                                                                  Class:    Sunday            9:00 am-12:00 pm               $745      Tuition*  
 
Bet (2nd  Grade); Gimel (3rd  Grade); Dalet (4th  Grade);  and Hay (5th  Grade):  Sunday/Wednesday 
 Students will continue with Hebrew skills, developing fluency and a basic vocabulary. Prayer study plays a central role in 

the curriculum; students will explore the daily and Shabbat prayer services as well as the blessings of everyday Jewish life. 
All grades study and experience the holidays, learn Torah and delve into Jewish values, mitzvot, history and life cycle 
events in a spiral curriculum that continually builds upon and deepens knowledge obtained in previous years. Our 
Sunday Judaics classes are taught in a rotation of arts specialists.  Hebrew reading and prayer fluency is taught on both 
days through a self-paced method and reinforcement online.  Conversational Hebrew is used throughout the program. 

 Classes: Sunday 9:00 am – 12:00 pm $1170 Tuition* 
  Wednesday 4:30 pm – 6:30 pm   

 

Middle School 
 
Vav (6th  Grade);  and Zayin (7th grade): Sunday/Wednesday 
 Our middle school program builds on students’ prior knowledge and experiences while promoting new learning. It 

empowers them to articulate positive Jewish identities with pride, while adding breadth and depth to their understanding 
and observance of Judaism. In addition to core subjects such as Jewish Texts, ethics and mitzvot, and community 
responsibility, students master the daily and Shabbat prayer services for Bar/Bat Mitzvah and beyond.   

 Classes: Sunday 9:00 am – 12:00 pm $1170 Tuition* 
  Wednesday 4:30 pm – 6:30 pm   
 
*Additional Information: 
PTA Dues: PTA dues of $36 per family will automatically be assessed. If your family does not want to participate, please notify 
the Religious School in writing. 
 
Youth Group Dues: Dues for Chalutzim (4th & 5th grade), and Kadima (6th-8th grade) will automatically be assessed. Last year 
those dues were $90 & $188 respectively. There will likely be a small increase next year. If you family does not want to 
participate, please notify the Religious School in writing. 
 
Security Fee: There is a one time per year Security Fee of $50 that will be billed to your account. This fee is per family, not per 
student. 
 
Tuition Assistance: The Jacksonville Jewish Center has an ongoing policy of providing financial aid based upon special needs 
and circumstances. A special committee appointed by the president makes decisions regarding financial aid and all records are 
kept strictly confidential. Aid is awarded on an individual basis following the Committee’s review of an application.  Application 
forms can be obtained from the Center’s accounting department. Forms must be submitted and approved for each year aid is 
requested. 
 
 

 



 

 

 
Galinsky Academy 

 

 
Samuel and Esther Galinsky were, by all accounts, modest and unassuming members of the Jacksonville Jewish 
Center.  They participated in synagogue life and were respected members of the congregation.  They cared 
about Jewish education, but had no children of their own.  They were, in many ways, like any other couple.  
When they died, their friends mourned their passing.  And that should be the end of the story.  But it isn’t.  
Because this ordinary couple did something extraordinary.  With no fanfare and no notice, Samuel and Esther 
Galinsky left the Center amongst the most significant gifts it has ever received - $3 million.  And it was given 
for one purpose – this childless couple gave their fortune to ensure that Jewish children would be able to have a 
Jewish education.  Has there even been a more selfless gift?  Have any people ever more embodied the idea of 
L’dor V’dor? 
 
And so it is in the spirit of this gift – of that remarkable couple – that we officially announce the creation of 
what will forever now be known as “Galinsky Academy”.   
 
Galinsky Academy declares our intent to live up to the charge the Galinsky’s have given us – to provide Jewish 
children of all ages the highest quality education possible.  Galinsky Academy consists of all the schools of the 
Jacksonville Jewish Center – the DuBow Preschool, the Bernard & Alice Selevan Religious School, the Martin 
J. Gottlieb Day School, and Makom Hebrew High.  It represents our commitment that all of our children – 
regardless of the path their parents choose – will benefit from the finest teachers, an engaged clergy, the 
highest-quality curriculum, and the most cutting-edge technology.  Galinsky Academy will be a 21st century 
learning organization like no other.  No artificial boundaries.  No territories.  No excuses. 
 
Welcome to Galinsky Academy! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
MEMBERSHIP 
The Jacksonville Jewish Center Religious School is a service provided for the synagogue’s members. Synagogue 
membership will not be required for the first year your child(ren) is enrolled in the Religious School at the Center. 
Enrollment during additional years will require membership.  Kindergarten does not require membership and will 
not count as the first year of enrollment. 
 
STAFF 
We at the Jacksonville Jewish Center realize the classroom teacher is the key to the excellence in education we have 
maintained over the years. Our teachers are drawn from the finest backgrounds and training available to us. Our 
teachers offer their students a variety of viewpoints and perspectives on important religious issues while always 
representing Conservative Judaism and its principles. 
 
Preparation is crucial to any instructional lesson. Faculty members prepare lesson plans to suit the needs of their 
classes. Lessons include new material as well as review work, intellectual as well as experiential curricular items. 

 

Admission Requirements 
 

ENROLLMENT AND BAR/BAT MITZVAH REQUIREMENTS 
A child's Jewish education begins in Kindergarten.  A student must attend classes regularly for at least five full 
consecutive years (the fifth year being the 7th grade) in order to qualify for Bar/Bat Mitzvah.  
 

Students may transfer in to the Religious School and will be placed in a class level deemed appropriate by the 
Education Director after interviewing the student and his/her parents.  In some cases, admission to the school 
will be delayed until the student has achieved an appropriate academic level.  This may be accomplished by 
engaging a private tutor.  Names of prospective tutors will be given to parents.  
 

It is a Center policy that 75% attendance at all services must be maintained for a period of at least one year prior 
to a Bar or Bat Mitzvah.  Failure to meet this standard of attendance at services, and/or  failure to maintain class 
attendance, will result in a re-evaluation of the B'nai Mitzvah date.  Parents will receive notification of any 
additions or changes in this requirement. 
 
STANDARDS OF CONTINUOUS ENROLLMENT 
The school reserves the right not to continue enrollment, or re-enroll a student at any time if, at the discretion 
of the school, the student's conduct or influence are not in keeping with the school's standards.   
 

The school also believes that a positive and constructive working relationship between the school and the 
student's parents (or guardian) is essential.  Therefore, we reserve the right not to re-enroll or continue 
enrollment for the student if the school concludes that the actions of the parents (or guardians) are detrimental 
to or impede our ability to facilitate our mission. 
 
A student is enrolled for one year and the parent/guardian assumes responsibility for the payment of all 
charges and fees for the entire school year regardless of whether the student is suspended, dismissed or 
voluntarily withdraws.  Should the student be separated from the school because of suspension, dismissal or 
voluntary withdrawal, the parent/guardian understands and agrees that no part of the fees paid to the school 
shall be refunded once the academic year begins. 



 

 

HOMEWORK AND TESTS 
Homework is suggested to reinforce skills learned in class.  Our optional Online Learning Center allows 
teachers to assign and follow each individual child’s progress through the practice work. It is allocated in 
moderate amounts, but should be completed for your child to receive the best Jewish education possible.  
Parents’ positive reinforcement will be of great assistance in making the experience of homework a positive 
one. 
 
Oral and/or written tests are scheduled throughout the year, not merely for student evaluation purposes, but 
mainly as an important teaching/learning tool.  A standard end-of-the-year evaluation is given to each student 
and kept on file.   
 
PROGRESS REPORTS 
In order to keep parents informed of their children’s progress, formal reports for grades 2-5 are sent home 
three times a year.  For middle school students, progress reports will be sent home twice per year.  These 
reports include academic evaluation as well as an evaluation of the student’s work habits, attitudes, behavior, 
and attendance.  Parents are encouraged to contact teachers at any time during the school year to discuss 
concerns. 
 

 

         Attendance 
 
SHABBAT SERVICE ATTENDANCE 
Gimel through Chet students (grades 3-8) are expected to attend a minimum of 15 Shabbat services by the end 
of the current school year.  These requirements may be filled in the following manner: 
 -  a minimum of once/month Camp Shabbat (through grade 5) or Saturday morning Shabbat  
                  services at the Jacksonville Jewish Center, (including special Shabbat programs), plus any  
                  combination of: 
 -  JJC Children’s services or attendance in the main sanctuary 
 -  Friday evening services 
 -  Saturday evening services (Shalosh Seudot) 
 -  attendance at other synagogues (in-town or out-of-town; please notify school office) 
Etgar (grades 6-7) students are expected to attend Shabbat and Holiday services in the main sanctuary.  Please 
see "Bar/Bat Mitzvah Requirements" for attendance expectations for pre-Bar/Bat  Mitzvah  students. 
 
HOLIDAY SERVICE ATTENDANCE 
All students are expected to attend at least 50% of the holiday services.  Age-appropriate services are available 
for all students during holidays.  Occasionally, holiday services will be incorporated into the school day as 
appropriate and will count towards holiday service attendance. 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 
CLASS ATTENDANCE 
Students are expected to attend 80% of classes on Wednesdays and Sundays.  Only in the case of a critical 
situation will the absence not be counted towards the overall attendance record.  It is the parents’ 
responsibility to inform the school in these exceptional cases. 
 
When absence occurs, the student should obtain the assignments from a classmate.  Whenever possible, the 
teacher will also post the assignments on our school website, and Hebrew assignments can be submitted 
through the Online Learning Center.   
 
Teachers are required to submit names of students who miss more than two consecutive classes or whose 
attendance record over time is unacceptable.  Missing too much school may result in the need for extra 
tutoring in Hebrew, the cost of which will be incurred by the family.   Parents will be notified when attendance 
falls below the expected level. 
 
Students in grades 3-7 with irregular attendance may be required to meet academic requirements through 
independent study.   
 
All students are required to complete the entire academic year of study in order to be eligible for 1) 
participation in graduation ceremony;  2) participation in youth conventions and activities;  3) Center 
scholarships; and 4) rabbinical recommendations for summer programs such as Camp Ramah and USY 
programs. 
  
As stated in the signed enrollment agreement, a student is enrolled for one year and the parent/guardian 
assumes responsibility for the payment of all charges and fees for the entire school year regardless of whether 
the student is suspended, dismissed or voluntarily withdraws.  Should the student be separated from the 
school because of suspension, dismissal or voluntary withdrawal, the parent/guardian understands and 
agrees that no part of the fees paid to the school shall be refunded once the academic year begins.  
 
 
 
SCHOOL CANCELLATIONS 
The Bernard & Alice Selevan Religious School closely follows the Duval County school schedule.  In the event 
of inclement weather or any other dangerous public situation, Religious School may need to be cancelled.  
Every attempt will be made to contact each family if classes will not take place; however, in general, if Duval 
public schools are cancelled, our school will also be cancelled for that time period.  Make-up days, if needed, 
will be announced at a later date. 



 

 

 

General Rules 
 
DRESS, APPEARANCE, AND EQUIPMENT 

I.    Please remember that the Jacksonville Jewish Center is a synagogue.  Each student is expected to 
maintain a neat, clean and appropriate appearance at all times.  Revealing clothing, inappropriate 
slogans on T-Shirts, and flip-flops are not allowed.  Students not properly attired may be sent 
home. 

 

II. In keeping with our tradition, kipot are worn by all men and boys while they are in the synagogue.  
For your convenience, kipot can be borrowed from boxes throughout the synagogue or purchased 
in the gift shop.  Kipot for females is optional. 

 

III. Girls should demonstrate a sense of modesty by being certain that their shoulders are covered and 
shorts and skirts should be no shorter than "fingertip" length.     

 

IV. Skateboards, bats, balls, electronic games, music players, radios, toys or other equipment are not 
permitted at school.  Please leave all these items at home.   The teacher or Principal may confiscate 
any of these items making an appearance in school.   

  
V. Cell phones should be turned off during school hours.  Phones and other electronic devises may 

be confiscated by the teacher if taken out during school hours, and will be returned at the end of the 
school day. 

 
FOOD & KASHRUT 
 VI.   Wednesday: Students will be allowed to use the 30 minute “Snack and Learn” session (4:50-5:10)   
        as a possible light dinner/snack break.  Parents in grades 2-7 have the option of sending a   
                   DAIRY bagged lunch-style snack with their child.  The school will also make available  

soy butter/jelly sandwiches or bagels and cream cheese  with a small bottle of water for $1.00, with 
an occasional variance such as a holiday-related food or family program.  We will also provide a 
light snack such as crackers, pretzels, etc. for all students at that time, free of charge.  Drinks other 
than water will not be provided. All students will be expected to participate in proper rituals and 
blessings; i.e. Handwashing, HaMotzi and Birkat HaMazon. 

  
   Due to time constraints, students will not be allowed to use our refrigerator or microwave.   
   An account may be set up with the Religious School office is you wish to pay for       
              sandwiches in advance, avoiding lost money or "correct change" hassles!   
 



 

 

    
       Please do not send candy, desserts or sodas, or items that need can openers or special     
 attention.  All snacks must follow kashrut standards, as follows: 
 

 Any and all food brought from home and/or served at an in-class/school party or function 
must be hekkshered (i.e., produced under Rabbinical supervision). A list of Kashrut organizations 
and their symbols approved for use at the synagogue can be found in this handbook. 

 
 Students may continue to bring in pareve or dairy meals from home subject to the guidelines 

explained below.   
 

 There are numerous foods we think of as dairy or pareve that contain unequivocally non-kosher 
ingredients. Pre-packaged foods (e.g., single serve yogurts, chips, snack packs, lunchables, etc.) 
must carry a hekksher. 
 

 We ask that you not include cooked foods from local restaurants. The nature of food 
preparation in such establishments makes it far more difficult than at home to guarantee the 
absence of non-kosher ingredients. Restaurant cooking techniques, moreover, are equally 
problematic – for instance, when kosher and non-kosher foods are cooked simultaneously on 
the same griddle or fryer, the Kashrut of the former is compromised. 

 
 VII.  Sunday:  The school will provide a light snack such as crackers, pretzels, etc. for all     
               students during a break on Sundays.  Drinks other than water will not be provided.       
 
Please follow the above kashrut standards when bringing food into the building for any reason. 
 
 
TZEDAKAH 

VIII. The giving of tzedakah is a mitzvah – an obligation that falls upon every Jew – to support others 
less fortunate than ourselves.  One vehicle for teaching our students the importance of tzedakah is 
to collect contributions at the beginning of every class meeting.  Students may contribute any 
amount they choose as often as they choose.  At the end of each school year, every class selects an 
agency to receive the proceeds of their tzedakah collection, or the classes may choose a goal to work 
on throughout the year as a special class project.  

 
 
FIRE SAFETY 

IX. In accordance with city fire codes, several fire drills will be conducted during the school year to 
prepare our students to act quickly in the unlikely event of an emergency.  Tornado drills and lock-
downs will also be reviewed and practiced. 

 
 
VISITORS 

X. Parents are invited to visit classes as long as it does not affect the decorum of the classroom.  
However, we request that you check in at the school office upon your arrival at school and inform 
the Principal in advance of your visit.  Parents will not be allowed to "hang out" in the hallways, but 
the library is generally available as a pleasant place to wait. 

 

Any other friends or relatives who wish to visit a class must obtain permission from the Principal 
and must check in the office.  For security purposes, unauthorized visitors will be asked to leave.   



 

 

               

PARENT INVOLVEMENT 
 

A school’s success can be measured by open and continuous communication with our parents. The 
teachers, Principal, Clergy, and Education Committee Members are looking forward to working with 
you to enhance our children’s Jewish learning experiences. We attempt, in every way, to meet the 
individual learning needs of every child. We depend on you to provide us with information that will 
aid in our task. The faculty will share evaluations of students in a regular consistent fashion and will 
contact parents promptly with concerns that may arise. We offer parents a variety of avenues for 
active participation in their children’s Jewish education. There are many opportunities throughout 
the year for parents to participate in family events, adult education classes and to assist their child’s 
class. Please watch your email for flyers, weekly Connections newsletters, and the JJC bulletin for 
details about these special activities. 
 
COMMUNITY OF KINDNESS Policies regarding outside activities 
The Bernard & Alice Selevan Religious School experience is not only about your child's weekday 
education, but more importantly, it is about shaping your child's Jewish identity and creating 
community.  To that end, we ask that you do not hold out of school parties on Shabbat or Jewish 
festivals.  Parties held on Friday afternoons must end at least one hour before the start of Shabbat, 
and parties held on Saturday night must start at least one hour after the end of Shabbat.  Members of 
our school community should never be put in a position of having to choose between the observance 
of Shabbat and attendance at a social function. 

In deciding whom to invite to a party, we ask that you please respect derekh eretz (ethical behavior) 
and children's feelings.  If you are inviting more than half of the students in the class to a party, we 
ask that you include all members of the class.  If you are not inviting the entire class to an out of 
school function, please refrain from posting pictures or comments on social media.  In our 
Community of Kindness, we want to do our best to ensure that students and parents alike do not feel 
excluded from group activities.   
 
EMERGENCY CALL SYSTEM 
The Jacksonville Jewish Center has an emergency call system in place, with contact numbers for all 
school parents in the Galinsky Academy.  If an emergency should occur, or if school is cancelled 
unexpectedly, all parents will all receive an immediate phone call from this system. 
 

From time to time, a test call will be made to confirm that our system is in good working order, and 
that we have all of the proper phone numbers in place.  You will be notified in advance when this test 
will occur.  Please contact us if you do not receive the test call, and/or if your phone numbers change 
at any time. 
 



 

 

 
 

SCHEDULE 
 

                                    Sunday                  Wednesday afternoon 
Kindergarten Gan 9 am - 12 noon  

Grade 1   Alef 9 am - 12 noon  
Grade 2  Bet 9 am - 12 noon 4:30 pm – 6:30 pm 

Grade 3  Gimel 9 am - 12 noon 4:30 pm - 6:30 pm 
Grade 4  Dalet 9 am - 12 noon 4:30 pm - 6:30 pm 

Grade 5  Hay 9 am - 12 noon 4:30 pm - 6:30 pm 
Grade 6  Vav 9 am - 12 noon 4:30 pm - 6:30 pm 

Grade 7  Zayin 9 am - 12 noon 4:30 pm – 6:30 pm 
 

Sunday Judaic classes will be taught in a rotation for grades 2 through 5.  This allows for short breaks, 
exposure to a diverse staff, and a more stimulating curriculum.  All subjects for this age group will presented 
through the arts:  Music, Arts & Crafts, Technology, Cooking and Literature.  All students will have t’fillah 
sessions with Rabbi Rosenblum.   


 Youth group activities will occasionally be scheduled during school hours in collaboration with our Setzer 
Youth Department.  The Jacksonville Jewish Center considers participation in these activities to be a crucial 
part of the overall Jewish educational experience.  Thus, students will be dismissed into the youth group 
program when this occurs.  We hope that all of our children will become members of the Center youth groups.  
If a student is not a member, we will make alternate provisions for him/her for the remainder of the class time, 
or, in most cases, they will be included in the program with their peers. 


 Family Programs will be held as scheduled and parents will be notified well in advance.  Although these 
are optional, we strongly encourage parents and siblings to become involved in their child(ren)'s education by 
participating.  Please check the monthly calendar and weekly newsletter for dates and times. 


 Occasionally, school is scheduled during a holiday service.  This will count both as school attendance and as 
holiday service attendance.  Parents are expected to attend these services with their children.  A holiday-
appropriate activity may be a part of the day's program. 


 Bar and Bat Mitzvah tutoring will be scheduled with the Bar/Bat Mitzvah Coordinator outside of regular 
Religious School hours. 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 

Curriculum summary 2017-2018 
 

Our Religious School curriculum is progressive, meaning that it builds upon itself as a child moves up a grade each 
year. We incorporate art, music, technology, literature, and games to stimulate and challenge all learners. 

Grades K-2 provide an introduction to our rich cultural heritage.  Students are introduced to 
Hebrew through reading readiness, songs, simple vocabulary, and familiar phrases.  They will begin 
to learn Torah through stories and mitzvot.  Holiday traditions are taught, including music, food, 
and rituals.  Our clergy visits often to provide a safe and comfortable spiritual home to even our 
youngest students. 

 

GRADE: KINDERGARTEN: Introduction to Judaism 

Our Kindergarten serves as an age-appropriate introduction to the joys of our Jewish culture and heritage. Students 
learn to recognize the Hebrew letters and words. Bible stories, mitzvot, and simple blessings are taught through 
games, songs, and other activities. We learn some basic concepts about God. Children become comfortable with the 
synagogue as a place of worship as well as a place of learning. 

Drops of Honey (pamphlets) 

Let’s Discover God (pamphlets) 

Look at Me: I Can Do a Mitzvah and I Can Learn and Do in the Synagogue (pamphlets) 

Sam the Detective’s Reading Readiness Book 

Let’s Discover the Bible (pamphlets) 

 

GRADE 1: The Jewish Home  

Our 1st grade focuses on how we are Jewish at home as well as in the synagogue, with the emphasis on Jewish 
symbols and home celebration of each holiday. We work on reading readiness skills, simple Hebrew vocabulary and 
songs. The concept of Tzedakah is introduced, and Torah through the stories of Joseph, Moses, and Jonah. We begin 
to learn about Israel. 

Let’s Discover Holidays; Set 1: Fall Holidays; Set 2: Spring Holidays (pamphlets) 

Let’s Explore Being Jewish #6: Jewish Symbols (pamphlets) 

Let’s Discover God (pamphlets) 

Betman  

Tzedakah  

Let’s Discover the Bible (pamphlets) 



 

 

 

Grades 2 through grade 5 are the core of the curriculum.  Our students become fluent in Hebrew 
reading and prayers.  They study Jewish calendar, Life Cycle events, ethics and modern Israel.  They 
revisit their Bible stories through a historical lens and are acquainted with our sacred texts.  
Hebrew studies are self-paced and individualized to fit the needs of each child.   

GRADE 2: Our Synagogue 

Second grade is the beginning of a more intense study of Hebrew, as students now attend the afternoon program. 
Reading, block writing, and some conversational vocabulary is taught. We focus on synagogue symbols and the 
importance of community through the study of mitzvot, holiday celebration and communal worship. We connect 
with Torah through Biblical heroes and heroines.  The 2nd grade year culminates in our beautiful congregational 
Consecration program in the spring. 

Ready, Set…Go Alef Bet! 

 

 

GRADE 3: The Calendar and Jewish life 

In our 3rd grade, we look more closely at our traditions and customs. Holidays, t’fillot and a little bit of text study are 
blended as we begin to discover how the Jewish calendar fits into our own rhythm of modern daily life. As basic 
Hebrew skills are being mastered, we work on fluency in Hebrew reading and begin Hebrew script. We initiate our 
Shabbat t’fillot curriculum, which includes chanting as well as meaning and vocabulary of prayer. 

Alef Bet Quest 

 

                                               

 

 



 

 

Grade 4: Israel and Life Cycle  

4th graders concentrate on modern Israel: geography, population, important sites, and their relationship to the 
Jewish homeland. Students are familiarized with life cycle events.  Reading fluency is continued as we expand our 
general prayer and conversational vocabulary, the structure of brachot and specific holiday prayers, including the 
Haggadah. We study daily prayers, blessings before and after meals, with a special emphasis on Shabbat and 
Havdalah, and vocabulary-building through the use of shoreshim (root words).   

Building Jewish Identity: Sacred Time – Jewish Calendar and Life Cycle 

Kol Yisrael 1; The Prayers of Our People 

 

                

 

GRADE 5: Tanach and traditions 

We study the Shabbat morning service, with a special emphasis on the Amidah and vocabulary-building through the 
use of shoreshim (root words).  An in-depth study of Biblical history, beginning with Abraham, gives these more 
mature students a chance to revisit their Bible stories from a historical point of view.  We explore modern history, 
including the Holocaust and American Jews.  

Building Jewish Identity: Jewish History and Heritage 

Building Jewish Identity: People of the Book 

Kol Yisrael 2: The Prayers of Our People 

 

 

 



 

 

Our grades 6 & 7  focus on Jewish adolescent ethical and emotional values as well as Bar and 
Bat Mitzvah preparation.  We continue with individualized Hebrew instruction as students 
prepare to become Bar and Bat Mitzvah.   

Middle School 

GRADE 6:  Our Jewish Tools 

As we transition into middle school, 6th grade students will put together what we have learned about sacred texts, 
Mitzvot, and our traditions, and how to begin to apply this knowledge to our modern lives.  In Hebrew, our 6th 
graders begin to work on pre-Bar/Bat Mitzvah skills as they study chanting the Shabbat morning Torah service and 
concluding prayers, as well as Torah and haftorah trope and blessings.  We include an in-depth look at the Torah 
service: origins, choreography, and prayer meaning.    

Kol Yisrael 3; The Prayers of Our People 

 

Grade 7:  Our Connection to the Jewish World 

7th grade curriculum will help bridge the gap for our students as they get ready to leave our Religious School and 
become a part of the community as young adults.  They will explore their connection to our past (including a more 
mature study of holocaust), to other Jews in the world and our daily Jewish values.  We will be utilizing a new online 
program that links our students to modern Israel.    Iyun T’fillah (meaning of prayer) will continue with synagogue 
skills for Bar/Bat Mitzvah and beyond, and we study the origins and structures of prayer and explore why we pray.  
Hebrew prayer fluency is individualized in private weekly lessons with our ritual director. 

              

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Accepted Kosher Symbols 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
ARRIVAL & DEPARTURE FOR SAFETY 

 
 
 
ARRIVAL: 

 
1) Wednesdays: 
          - Students may be dropped off in the main Synagogue lobby beginning 15 minutes before the                                                                               
             start of classes. 
          - All students should report to the gym upon arrival.  If they arrive early, they should sit    
             quietly in the hall and wait for a staff member to arrive or report to the school office. 

  Sundays: 
     - Students should be dropped off in the Day School lobby where they will be greeted by our   
       staff beginning 10 minutes before the start of classes. 
   

2) Students may not wander unsupervised to any area of the building or on the grounds of the     
        synagogue.  

 
3) Students arriving after 4:50 pm on Wednesdays, or after 9:15 am on Sundays, must report to the 

Religious School office.  Students may report directly to classrooms before those specified times.   
 
4) Students are not permitted, under any circumstances, to leave the synagogue grounds without     

         a teacher or parent. 
  

DEPARTURE: 
Wednesdays and Sundays:  All students must be picked up at the Day School entrance.   Please 
exercise caution as you pass through to pick up your children. Do not block the carpool line at any 
time!    Parents that wish to pick up students early may park and request the child at the school office.  
Students will not be sent to meet parents anywhere other than the school office during school hours.   

         
 

 
 
 

Although we realize that these policies might be an 
inconvenience to you, we are looking out for 

the security and safety of your child! 
  



 

 

 
Discipline Policy 

 
 

Expectations: 
 Students must come prepared to every lesson with the required books, homework, pencil, and other 

materials assigned by the teacher. 
 Student will be respectful of others, including teachers, staff, and adult volunteers, as well as their 

fellow students. 
 Students will be respectful of the building, understanding that it is a house of study as well as a house 

of God. 
 Behavior shall not become anti-social or disruptive enough to impede their learning or the learning of 

other students. 
 Student will not engage in illegal and/or harmful behaviors. Illegal actions as well as actions that result 

in the physical harm of another person will be treated as a fourth level offense or suspension, at the 
discretion of the school administration and education committee. 

 

Consequences: 
First Offense:  

 Warning from the teacher 
Second Offense:  

 Movement of the student to an area away from other students 
Third Offense:   

 Student will be sent to the school office with a referral that will be filed for documentation purposes.  
Efforts will be made to deal with the student directly and to work with parents if necessary to find a 
solution to the behavioral problems 

Fourth Offense:   
 Student will not be allowed back into class without first attending a meeting with Principal, involved 

teacher(s), and parent(s), in which the behavior will be discussed and a suitable plan will be 
implemented to avoid further disruption of the learning process. Intervention plans may include 
having a parent accompany the student to classes, a specific behavior modification program, or other 
appropriate agreed-upon actions. 

Fifth Offense:   
 Suspension from Religious School for a specified period of time, during which the family will be 

responsible for paying a private tutor who will ensure that the student will continue his/her studies 
and be ready to re-enter school at the end of the specified period of time. 

 
Further offenses or suspensions may result in expulsion and/or a delay of a Bar or Bat Mitzvah celebration 
until the student shows a readiness to continue his or her studies in an appropriate manner. The welfare and 
education of the child will be at the forefront of consideration in dealing with any difficult situations. 
 
I acknowledge and understand the above Discipline Policies of the Bernard and Alice Selevan Religious 
School. I understand this policy will be distributed and discussed with students on the first day of class and 
the students signed copy will be kept in the students file for the academic year. 
 
THIS POLICY WILL BE DISTRIBUTED AND DISCUSSED WITH STUDENTS ON THE FIRST DAY OF CLASS 
AND SENT HOME TO PARENTS.  A SIGNED COPY WILL BE KEPT IN THE STUDENT’S FILE AND MUST 
BE RESIGNED EACH YEAR OF ENROLLMENT.  



 

 

 
 

Acceptable Use Policy 
 
 
 

 
1. Purpose: 
We are pleased to· provide network services for: 

 Student access to educational resources, to present information, and to work collaboratively with peers 
and experts internationally. 

 Faculty, staff, and administration access to professional development and research opportunities, 
educational standards and practiced, collaborative opportunities, and successful teaching methods. 

 

2. AUP 
These services are provided as a privilege to the user and this Acceptable User Policy provides an opportunity 
to educate the user on the school's expectations and the responsibilities of the user. 
 

3. User Responsibilities - Do's and Don'ts   
Parents: Please review this section and section 5, Personal Safety, with your child. It is very important that all 
students understand these rules. 

 Do use the network in accordance with the school's code of conduct. 
 Do cite the sources of information properly. 
 Do use the network only for legal activity. 
 Do be courteous and respectful in your messages to others. 
 Do use appropriate language. Do not swear, use vulgarities, or any other inappropriate language. 
 Do not degrade or disrupt equipment or system performance. 
 Do not change the data or trespass in the account of another use. 

 

4. Personal Safety 
 Report to a teacher or other adult any unsolicited email, security problems, or information that makes 

you uncomfortable. 
 Students:  Do not reveal your home address or phone numbers, or those of other students or teachers. 

Use school addresses and phone numbers only. 
 Do know that electronic mail (e-mail) is not guaranteed to be private. 

 

5.  Inappropriate Use 
The network account holder is held responsible for their actions and activity within their account. 
Unacceptable uses of the network will result in the suspension or revoking of these privileges. 
 
A SIGNED COPY OF THIS POLICY WILL BE KEPT IN THE STUDENT’S FILE AND MUST BE RESIGNED 
EACH YEAR OF ENROLLMENT OR A STUDENT WILL NOT BE ABLE TO PARTICIPATE IN COMPUTER 
AND TECHNOLOGY USAGE. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Handbook Acknowledgment Form for 
Parents and Students 

Primary and Intermediate Grades 
 
Our Parent/Student Handbook has been prepared to tell you about our school. 
You will find the rules and regulations that govern our lives at the Bernard & Alice 
Selevan Religious School and make it possible for all of us to live, learn, work and play 
together. Our faculty and staff are looking forward to working with each of you and 
assisting you in all aspects of your Jewish educational experience. 
 
Read this book carefully and be sure you understand everything in it. We ask that 
parents read it also. If you have any questions about anything, see your teacher or 
principal for answers.   Please make sure to give your attention to all the information 
contained in this packet, and to refer back to it for questions that may arise throughout 
the year. 
 
In keeping with our environmentally “green” responsibility, our Religious School 
Handbook can be found on our website under “Registration”. 
(http://www.basrs.org/registration) A hard copy can be requested through our office.   
 
Please sign the form below with your child(ren) and return your completed form to the 
Bernard and Alice Selevan Religious School Office.  
Ways to return form: 
By Mail: BASRS, 3662 Crown Point Road, Jacksonville, FL 32257 
E-mail: info@basrs.org 
Fax: 904-268-5292, attention: BASRS 
 
 
We, _________________________________________________________________  

Parent/Guardian’s Names 

 
and _________________________________________________________________ 
           Student(s) Name(s) 

 
have read the General Information Handbook supplied by the school. 
 
 
Date________________________________ 

 


